A YOUNG MAN ABOUT BOOKS 245

do not now, it is true, buy our books from the
shop-keeper, but we buy them as we buy our gas
and water, from the municipality.    And why not ?
Why not socialize our books, as for our greater
good we have socialized so many things ? "    I am
not concerned to argue the matter;   certainly I
am not going to rail against such eminently ser-
viceable institutions as our public libraries ; I can
only repeat what, to a real book-lover, is as self-
evident as one of Euclid's axioms, that though the
books of another may be our servants, it is only
our own books that will ever be our friends.    In-
deed, in this matter of books it is well to cleave to
the counsel of Polonius :  " Neither a borrower nor
a lender be."    For my own part,  I am never
thankful for the loan of a book.    I agree with
Ruskin, if it is worth reading it is worth buying;
and, to be quite frank, and selfish as it may sound,
though I delight in giving books, I am never eager
to lend them.    And there I touch on an ancient
grievance of the bookman :  why has the borrower
of books no conscience ?   How comes it that a
man, who, if he accept the loan of half a crown,
will make haste to repay you by return of post,
is yet conscious of no obligation in the matter of
a borrowed book, which perhaps you would not
have sold him for many half-crowns ?    What is
this strange something about a book which trans-